
RAC Ontario Sections Bulletin for 15 August, 2026
This is V_3___, Official Bulletin Station for Radio Amateurs of Canada with 
this week's bulletin.
 
NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL NEWS

1.  Colombian Amateurs Help in Earthquake Response; Clear Frequencies Requested

ARRL reports that amateur radio operators in Colombia are providing significant 
communications support following the major earthquake and aftershocks that struck 
the country on August 10, 2026. The death toll has reportedly exceeded 200 people,

with many more still missing, and major damage is reported to buildings and 
infrastructure.

International Amateur Radio Union, Region 2 Emergency Communications Coordinator 
Carlos CO2JC, provided an update Thursday morning, August 13, from Faber Mosquera,

HK6F. Mosquera said amateurs from various radio clubs and associations across the 
country have been helping to maintain and/or restore communications in affected 
areas.

Volunteers were heading to Cerro Campanario, a peak at an altitude of 3,600 meters

above sea level, to attempt to restore the club's repeater stations using solar 
panels and batteries. This peak hosts repeater stations for both the amateur radio

service and the municipal and departmental risk management systems in the area. 
Another group of amateurs was working at their repeater site at the time of the 
earthquake. They reported that cellular and Wi-Fi networks immediately went down, 
and the repeaters also failed because the backup transfer system to the power 
generator did not activate. However, within 15 minutes, they had reactivated not 
only the amateur repeaters but also those of other services that share the site. 
Mosquera reported that amateur radio clubs from other parts of the country were 
providing additional support to restore and maintain communications.

CO2JC has also requested that all amateurs avoid transmitting on the IARU Region 2

emergency frequencies of 3985, 7060, 7240, 7275, 14300, and 21360 kHz, as well as 
146.520 MHz for those in VHF range of Colombia, in order to minimize potential 
interference to emergency communications.

-- arrl news

ONTARIO SECTION NEWS 

2. London Amateur Radio Club Annual Hamfest

Date : Saturday, September 5, 2026
Location: 4939 Hamilton Rd. Dorchester, Ontario
Times : 9am to 12 noon
Cost : Admission - $8
Talk-in : VE3OME 145.450 PL 114.8
Description: Shop and find many things you might want or need.
  Have a coffee and see friends.
Email contact: LARChamfest @ gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.larc.ca
-- RAC Events Page

ITEMS OF INTEREST

3. FCC Ham Call Book  from Playground Amateur Radio Club

Download our PDF Call Book (56 MB zip file) listing all active FCC ham 
licenses sorted by city & state. If you can retrieve your wallet license 
right now, then you already know why this niche PDF exists. It supports 
ham radio enthusiasts who suffer little-to-no internet bandwidth while 
chasing QSOs or when your favorite search site goes down for (un)scheduled 
maintenance. We’ll update it roughly every other month in February, April, 
June, August, October, and December.



-- hamweekly.com

4.  Email QSLs: Sense or Nonsense?

Lately, the number of people sending QSLs via email seem to be skyrocketing. 
Of course, I am a proponent of QSLing - each confirmed QSO is a good QSO. 
But there is a point to be made that QSLing via email is not the way to go.

Let me lay out the pros and cons. Let's start with the pros (the shorter list).

Each confirmed QSO is good.
Sometimes if it's the only way someone QSLs it's the only way to get any 
confirmation. Some people like looking at the pictures other OPs put on their 
QSLs - That's the list. Yes. Really.

Now let's look at the cons:

They don't count for ANYTHING
You get forced into receiving them
Sometimes, you can't even opt-out
They can get abused as a way to get QSL for illegitimate QSOs
There is no way to receive those QSLs in a standardized format so that a logbook 
program could manage incoming QSLs

I think we can all agree this is indeed, without question, what SPAM looks like.

eQSL, LotW, Clublog and some more services offer a standardized way to receive 
those QSO data points, which enable your log program to automatically check your 
log for corresponding entrys and mark them as "QSL received".

My conclusion is: Please don't use those services. You only cause work for your 
fellow amateur radio operators and many of those are not as deep integrated in 
the IT world as I am where I can (mostly) automate away that kind of work.

Thank you very much for sticking with my throughout this. And see you on the 
bands, 
so I can get your non-email-QSL ;)

-- Stefan, DB4SCW  (via hamweekly.com)

This concludes this week's bulletin. Does anyone require repeats or 
clarifications?
Hearing none, This is V_3___ returning the frequency to net control.
Bulletin sent from Official Bulletin Manager VA3PC


